Spoon-billed Sandpiper Expedition Myanmar 2009
Summary

In January 2009 a second expedition was convengelarch of Spoon-billed
Sandpiper. Between Jan 11 and 26 an internatieaal bf German, British, Russian,
Canadian and Burmese scientists under the lead\N#\ and ArcCona,
Cambridge, and under the auspices of BirdLife hagonal surveyed critical areas of
the Myanmar coast for the globally threatened Sguthed SandpiperQalidris
pygmeus). In total of 63 birds were found by two teamseigting in the Rakhine
(Arakan) coast and in the Bay of Martaban. Desgtible numbers around 48 in the
Bay of Martaban, the species is continuing to dectiharply. In fact, the number at
the island of Nan Thar near the Bangladeshi batdgsped from 35 in 2008 to only
14. This largely corresponds with the decline obséiin the regularly monitored
breeding sites in Chukotka, where the number abeel over the past two years.
Additionally numbers dropped to almost zero in Hdrietnam and only 8 birds were
found in Bangladesh this year, where simultaneousits were conducted.

A new site along the Rakhine coast was found witkting at least one Spoon-billed
Sandpiper and the coast of the Bay of Bengal apfedrost a few more sites with
Spoon-billed sandpiper. The Gulf of Martaban , elas Thailand is the most
important wintering site as the survey results confAt least 48 birds were located
in the vast mud flat area. This number is estimé&ddae a minimum and well below
the total number that winter in the estuary a tesfulhree factors:
1) Despite increased efforts this year's survey aolvered 25-40% of the
suitable habitat
2) Most of the survey was conducted during neagstigvhen it was not possible
to visit many areas, due to large amounts of dépdsiediments and low
water levels across the intertidal area.
3) Flocks of waders were difficult to get closentgking it difficult to check all
flocks for Spoon-billed sandpiper.
Taking all this into consideration it is likely ththis site holds more than 100 Spoon-
billed sandpiper, making it by far the most impattaintering site at present.
However it has no protected status at preseningutte site at risk for development.
The team also counted more than 78,000 waterlofdghich 65,000 were waders,
and considering the coverage more than 100,000r&ade estimated to winter in the
area, raising the site into the league of the psgtobal sites for waders. Among the
waders the survey team found at least 7 globaltlaergered Nordmann’s Greenshank
(Tringa guttifer) and a new wintering site of 42 previously unrelear Long-billed
Dowitcher Cimnodromus scolopaceus), usually wintering in South America only.
The Bay and its mudflats are extremely difficulstavey, due to its high dynamics in
the tidal system. Especially at spring tide theaseprone to a one meter high tidal
bore, which can be very dangerous for operatingsbaad people. The waders utilise
the vast mudflats according to the constantly chrapgonditions, which are
determined by the tidal dynamics, leaving partsmdyyut for over a week. This
means that some prime feeding areas on springdi@esnavailable to waders on
neap tides. This results in considerable local mmms within the Bay to utilise
nutritious sediments, freshly deposited elsewhetee mudflats.



Not only at Martaban but also on Nan Thar islaretétwas evidence of hunting and
trapping of birds. Targeting mainly larger birdse trapping techniques though catch
and often kill also smaller waders that strangiibelves in the net. According to
one local hunter, who appeared to be very knowlablgeon waders and geese, about
30 Spoon-billed Sandpiper are caught on Nan Thanglone catching season from
November to April. He estimated that 2/3 of the bnvaders die before they were
released. Increasingly younger hunters also kifllembirds, reflecting the increasing
pressure of an increasing coastal population omateral resources.

Realising the devastating effect immediate actias taken and with the support of a
member of a local environmentalist group a trapsitag for hunters from two
villages catching birds on the island was negdiiatgh immediate effect in return

for a small compensation. In the longer term teal environmentalist group is
encouraged to develop an economic and ecologicaidsalternative for the local
communities, of which community based eco tourisenss a likely alternative.

The scale of hunting and trapping in the Bay of tiéllaan is still largely unknown but
vital in the conservation of the species and tiertggent need to conduct a survey of
the local communities to establish the extentapping. The knowledge gained about
the Martaban area will enable a detailed watert8mbion-billed sandpiper survey to
be designed, which takes into account the congtahtinging conditions in a high
energy system.

Taking into account the continued sharp decline alsserved in the wintering sites
immediate action needs to be taken. As major thrteeathe wintering birds have been
identified it is possible to address these immediyadind effectively with only little
resources required.
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