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Spoonbilled Sandpiper released by local youth after captured by bird trappers the night Hefiote Rob Robinson/BTO
Compiled by Christoph Zdéckler on behalf of the Sbs Recovery Team

Update May 2010:

1) SBS RT is joining the EEAF

2) Launch of the CMS Action Plan February 2010 in Korea

3) First SBS tour iklyanmar 2010

4) Third Survey in Myanmar 2010 C. Zockler, T. Htin Hla, N. Clark & V. Morozov

5) Bangladesh March 2010 - Alexander Lees

6) SBS wirdring in Thailand - Phil Round

7) Observing SBS in Thailand - David Sibley

8) SBS wintering in Minjiartgstuary China - Yattung Yu
9) Data logger trial on Sanderling - Nigel Clark

10) Modelingwintering and stop over sites
11) Forthcoming events



Summary

The last hdlyear has seen a lot of activities. Most importantly thouglas been the
confirmation that Myanmar and the Bay of Martaban in particular with more than 200 birds
are hosting more than half of the global populatiand that the widspread trapping of

birds is a major threat to the species that can be tackled with immediate effect. Enhanced
monitoring efforts in Bangladesh show that this country still has vast suitable areas and is
harboring at least 50 birds with potentially many mofidhe number of record from China

has increased and there are indications that at least 10 birds are winter@gglarly in
MinjiangDeltaand morealongthe southern coast.

Finally the Action Plan has been launched and very importantly the EAAREIcoming the

SBS RT ais species task forcaVith increasing international attention and support we are
able to root our activities on broad support ranging from species support groups in the UK,
Germany and the US.

All these new observations and increased activities arerp pesitive sign and encouraging
to all those involved in the specie®nservation and there ibope that with coordinated
effort we are still able to turn the plight and rescue the species from extinction.



1) SBS Action Plan launched
At last, in February@10 during the EAAFP partnersigee below)neeting the Spooibilled
Sandpiper Action Plan along with action plans for the Blackd Spoonbill and the Chinese
I NBaAaGSR ¢SNYy KIF@S o6SSy I dzyOKSR o6& . ANR[ATS
from the BirdLife Asia office.

Hosted by Ministry 9

Launch of theSBS action plan Koreawith Simba ChanjongWon Choi& C. Zéckler PhotoChangYong Choi

2) SBS RT joining EAAFP

In February 2010 th&ast Asian Australasian PartnershifAAFPhold its 4" Meeting of

Partners in Songdo, Korea. The SBS RT requested to become the species task force under
the flyway partnershipEAAFRsecretaryRoger Jaenschconfirmed that the SBS RTvery

much welcomeby the partnershipand could becomea species task force under the EAAFP

in close consultation with CMS and the EAAFP Shorebird Working Group. An EAAFP task
force iscurrently developing thegeneral ToR 6r a species task force and thesell be
considered at EAAFP MoRfer in December 20%Qhis task force includes two membevg

the SBRT- Baz Hughesf WWTand Evgeny Syroechkovskigm Birds Russialhe EAAFP
secretariat also kindly hosted thé"®BS RT meeting at the premises of the Secretariat and
secretary Roger Jaensch and Aram Lee attended for large parts of thengieet



3) First SBS Tour in Myanmar

2010 saw the first tourists arriving with ArcCona Travel and WATT our local travel partner in
Myanmarto especially se&BSat Nan Thar. This is a very important step in demonstrating
to the local people that a living SBSproviding a much better revenue than a trapped SBS.
The tour included alsa visit to the famous Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon, Bagan and the
ancient temples of MraulJ, but 3 days were dedicated to Nan Thar, where up tdSb4

have been observed agaiA.quote from tour member Patrick Frew

o want to thank you for our excellent trip to Myanmar. Tireerary of our trip suited me ideally, with
the combination of sightseeing and birding. It would be a pity to visit Myanmar without seeing Bagan; and
Mrauk Ucombined well with the bodtom Sittwe. Many bird trips pay no attention to the culture of the
countries they visit. | would recommeyaur trip just as we did it. The fellow travellers were good fun, and
Tony and Thiri excellent guides. You paced thairlgj at the right level for us all.nkever planned to go
to Myanmar till | met you at the Birdfair, but your combination of an exotic country and special birdlife was
persuasive

A small excerpiof the tour reportallows some insight to the tour

Day7 11 January

A very early start means to leave the tents still in complete darkness. A crescent moon has just risen in the
East. A morning excursion by small boats should allow access to the further shores of the island. Again we split
into two teams, lut both teams get stuck soon as the tide does not rise as high as hoped, possibly due to the
strong and rather cold northern wind. Almost 500 Baaded Geese take off at the end of the island flying to

the fields. We abandon the boat and continue on foBbon we come along a group of waders that contain at

least 3 Spootbilled sandpipers. As the water is receding we come closer to the mudflats and find in total at
least 10-14 Spoorbilled Sandpiper, some of them very close.addition we find anothefiveb 2 NRY | Yy Qa
GreenshanksThe other team saw at least3BSrery close, so everybody is very hagmd ready for a lunch
break.The heat of miedayis best spent in the shade of the boat or swimming in the nearby sea. Yien and our
local islanders come tthe tentsto bring us some melon as a present. An immature Legged Buzzard flies

as a surprise past the island. A short walk to the outer sand does not reveal much more, but Ruddy Shelducks
and a Greater Crested Tern can be added to the speciesflist b 'y ¢ KI NX» a2NB GKFy T1p
roosting on a sandy island off the coast, joined by at least 3 Caspian Terns. No signs of Turtles other than a
freshly washed corpse that has been occupied by the red fiddler crabs. Another delightful meal dider

board and another starry night camping iretdunes.

More detailson the tour and plans for 201iinder http://www.arccona.com/conservationtravel.htmbr
http://www.wild -myanmar.com/Birdwatching.htm

NEF1TFFad WAy 2G8tSQ FiG GKS NRGSNI oyl ySFN {I NUz


http://www.arccona.com/conservationtravel.html
http://www.wild-myanmar.com/Birdwatching.htm

4) Third SBS expedition to Myanm&010

Between January 18and February 8 2010 the third Spooibilled Sandger survey in
Myanmar and the fifth in the Bay of Bengal was condudigdrcCona and BANCA (BirdLife
partner) on behalf of BirdLife International with support of its Species Champion
Programme. A total of 16 ornithologists consisting of 8 internationatl &h local
ornithologists participated in that survey. For the last two days the Martaban group was
supported by two American scientists. The team was divided into three groups; two teams
surveyed the Gulf of Martaban and one team operated on the islaritishe Irrawaddy
Delta. It was a continuation of the surveys of 2008 and 2009. This year the minimum
number of Spoosbilled Sandpiper recorded was 75: 3 in the southern part of the Gulf of
Martaban at the Salween River mouth, one on the islands in thevadady Delta and at
least 71 in the upper Bay of Martaban near Kyaihto, corresponding with sites of high counts
in 2008 and 2009. Together with 14 Spdulied Sandpiper observetivo weeks priorin

Nan Thar Island the total of birds Myanmaris at least 8! The Bay of Martaban is likely
hosting 200 birds and thus could host 50% of the global population. Two eolaked

birds have been found, one bird ringed as juvenile and one individually marked adult at least
9 years old, both from South Chukotka.sltniot possible to conclude any trend information,

as the upper estuary of the Bay of Martaban is very difficult to survey completely. However,
all along the survey route we encountered evidence of significant hunting and trapping
pressure that includes hignumbers of Spoobilled Sandpiperin fact one bird was just
caught while our team was present and could d@ourmarked andreleased by local
children (see photo below)Urgent action is required to safeguard the species and to
collaborate with the loal communities to establish alternative forms of incom&ith
support from the CMS BANCA became active already and initiated the first large scale
survey and interviews of local people and subsequent negotiations to mitigate the damage
on trapping SBS. The full report can be downloaded
http://www.arccona.com/download/SBS _Report %20Myanmar_2010.pdf

A special paper has been published summarising the hunting threat in Myanmar
http://www.shorebird-network.net/PDFs/Sb8VS Garticle. pdf

CHRISTOPH ZOCKLER (ArcCona)
TONY HTIN HLA (BANCA)

NIGEL CLARK (BTO)

VLADIMIR MOROZOV (Birds Russia)

Spoonbilled Sandpiper rekesed by local youth after captured by bird trappers the night beRiteto Rob Robinson/BTO


http://www.arccona.com/download/SBS_Report_%20Myanmar_2010.pdf
http://www.shorebird-network.net/PDFs/Sbs-WSG-article.pdf

5) Expedition report: Bangladesh Spodnilled Sandpiper surveys March 2010
Alexander Lees

The largest recorded flocks (c.200 individuals) of this species areBamgladesh in 1989,

but with no repetition of these numbers since, focus has shifted to the Arctic breeding
grounds and wintering habitat in Myanmar in recent years. Thus the vast delta of the Lower
Meghna remains only partially explored. In an effort 8rartain the current importance of
Bangladesh as a wintering area for Spdulied Sandpiper (SBS) and to explore the potential
threats to the species there, a montbng survey was initiated in March 2010. A team from
the UKt 'Jez Bird, Alexander Lees aRdb Martirworked with Bangladeshi ornithologists
Sayam Chowdhury and Enam Ul Haque of Bangladesh Bird Club who have extensive survey
experience in the region. This survey targeted sites known to hold the species in previous
years during mieinter couns, in addition to surveying new potentially important sites
identified using satellite images. We found SBS at three sites; all of which had previously
hosted the species. Totalled together, the minimum counts of 25 at Sonadia, 23 at Dama
Char and 1 at Telaf represent the highest annual count in Bangladesh for over two
decades.

SBS at Sonadia February 2010 Photo Sayam Chowdhury

We were able to gather data on habitat preferences, foraging ecology and community
composition to relate to the remaindeaf the sites visited where we did not find any of the
target species. In addition to looking for SBS we also expended considerable effort in looking
for other rare or declining Asian waders resulting in record totals of ¢.500 Great Knot
(Calidris tenuirasis0 X od b2 NRY yyrifga guitdiSaidy 84K Asiatic &
DowitchersLimnodromus semipalmatusn addition we also recorded a number of other
threatened and Neafhreatened species including Bldwaded IbisesThreskiornis
melanocephalusGreater $otted EaglesAquila clanga and Indian Skimmer&ynchops
albicollisin addition to multiple encounters with two threatened delphinids: Ganges River
Dolphin Platanista gangeticaand Irrawaddy Dolphin©rcaella brevirostrisThese surveys



suggest that Bangtesh remains a key wintering area for SBS and other threatened
shorebirds, but problems prevented us from reaching more poorly surveyed peripheral sites
that may hold larger concentrations of many of these species. We initiated a campaign of
semistructured interviews with local people involved or with knowledge of local hunting
practices. Our preliminary data indicates that hunting remains a potential threat to wader
populations, although campaigns by local conservation NGOs and the latent threat of
zooncses have had an ameliorating influence on such activities. Surveying -Biledn
Sandpipers in Bangladesh is relatively cheap and represents an extremelgffeoste
method of monitoring population trends. Future surveys, in addition to carryingepegat
surveys at known hotspots, should again attempt to target these more remote mudflat
outposts, although this would be better achieved in midwinter when sea conditions permit
easier travel. Furthermore a highly structured interview and outreach cagmpaith local
people could effectively evaluate and tackle the threat of subsistence hunting. Dealing with
less tractable threatg such as global warming and largeale habitat conversion is likely to

be much more difficult to address.

AL, JB and RM wallllike to thank the Oriental Bird Club, the Lincolnshire Bird Club,
Birdguides, Ecology Consultants and the Severnoaks RSPB Members Group for providing
funding for the expedition. We are extremely grateful for the support and counsel of Enam

Ul Haque, PauThompson, Dr Ronald Halder, Indranil Kishor, Farhad A. Pavel, M. Abu Yousuf
and members of Bangladesh Bird Club during our time in Bangladesh.

Alexander C. Lees, Dept. of Zoology, Museu Paraense Emilio Goeldi, Caixa Postal 399, CEP
66040170, Belént Parg Brazil. Emaiklexanderlees@btopenworld.com

az2NB AyT2 OFy 06S R2¢gyf2FR FTNRY GKS (Sl YQa RA
http://www.birdquides.com/webzine/artict.asp?a=2029
http://www.birdquides.com/webzine/article.asp?a=2066

The threat of the Deep Sea Port at Sonadia where the tela@s now seen at least 25 birds
is becoming more serious withhe prospect of Chinese efmunding more likely

http://www.gulf -
times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu no=2&item no=352586&versione8plate id=44&
parent id=24
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6) SBS wintering in Thailand

Philip Round
The Wetland Trust/BCST

Every October we suffer slight trepidation until the first of our small Thai Spdtead
Sandpiper wintering population, appears. How many (or how feul)return? This year,

due to the alarming news from the breeding grounds that trepidation was extreme. As
usual the first bird was noted at Khok Kham, Samut Sakhon Province, by local watcher
{ dzZOK I NIi 5 Sy 3 ks §earyon 1Batdhkr.¢Tivd difint individuals were
eventually found at Khok Kham, our long&siown regular site, during the winter (see
below). One other bird was also seen at another former locality, Samut Maneerat, 11 km to
the west.

By early November we had also counted a fartfive, probably six individuals at, the salt

pan expanse in Phetchaburi, the western Inner Gulf, that extends between Pak Thale (our
principal site) and Laem Pak Bia 10 km to the south. And visiting birder Justin Jansen
recorded a single Spodrilled Sadpiper at Khao Sam Roi Yot, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province
a2YS wnn 1Y TFdz2NHKSNI) a2dz0K 6adKS a2dzi KSNYy 3d:
SBS site, holding one or two birds from time to time, that in recent years has been scarcely
monitored.

No SBS were seen this winter at three other Inner Gulf sites that have previously held SBS at
least occasionally. This means that we had a total of nine birds in the Inner Gulf, in addition

to the Khao Sam Roi Yot bird. This is approximately the same 20&82009 total, but

significantly fewer than the 14 birds that were found in the Inner Gulf during -Z00B,

when the Bird Conservation Society of Thailand (BEiILife Thailand) undertook a
seasonlong, more detailed monitoring of numbers. For dataridg the past winter were

fI NABSte& NBfAIYG 2y O0ANRGI 0OKSNEQ NBLEZ2NIAD b:
a juvenile or firstwinter.

Although our wintering population is small, and the Inner Gulf-weliched compared with

other sites inthe wintering range, even here there are probably a few more individuals to

be found than realised. This was illustrated when a single (adult) Spited Sandpiper

was caught in a cannemet catch along with other small waders, at Khok Kham, on 27
Februay 2010, and leglagged with Thai colours, black above green. Within one week a
second (unflagged) individual, the presence of which had not been previously suspected,

had been seen. There were therefore two birds present at a site where previouslyraly o

was thought present. (This was a repeat of the same scenario that occurred when we mist
YySUGGSR YR FflF33SR ¢KIAfIFIYRQa 2yteé 20KSNJ {.
was last seen on 29 March and no records were received for April.

All ourbirds are found either on safians (principally those of lowaniddle salinity) or on
other shallow, but tidallyinfluenced ponds immediately behind the shoreline. We still have
no clear idea where SBS feed when the tide drops (although there are now tiree
sightings of single SBS on firmer mixed mud and $atsl at Laem Phak Bia.) Difficulty of
locating birds away from the sghan habitats occupied at high tide is due partly to the



limited accessibility afhe great expanse of mudflatexacerbaéd by the idiosyncratic Inner
Gulf tidal pattern, where for most of the winter the tide remains high during daylight hours,
so that most mud is exposed during nighmhe.

The international Spoachilled Sandpiper Action Plan was translated into Thaidagg by

the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources (DMC)., In May 2010 DMCR and BCST will
jointly hold a national meeting so as to draft a national action plan. It is essential that more
is done to raise awareness in Thailand, not least because afdhtnued degradation of
coastal habitat due to loss of traditional salt pans to intensive aquaculture ponds. Also, most
onshore roosting habitat is privately owned, with little in the way of legislation to safeguard

it from possible future development. tAeast in the short term, the best hope for onshore
habitat protection lies by securing informal agreement with local communities. The salt
farming cooperative at Khok Kham is a prime example of how concerned locals have banded
together to form a conserv@n club to protect their lifestyle and successfully fight off
inappropriate development in the satan area. At Pak Thale, however, where most SBS are
found, the community is less clogait, and threat of development is real. BCST has been
engaging thePak Thale villagers this past two years to promote awareness and there are
some hopeful signs, not least because local appreciate seeing the many foreign
birdwatchers who visit the site.

Renowned US bird artist, identification guru, and wader enthusi2estid Sibley visited
Thailand in February 2010, spending the best part of a week glued to his telescope at Pak
Thale, during that time taking some unique video of a Sgoiled Sandpiper feeding with a
shovellike action of puking mud and weed with itbill www.sibleyguides.comHe has also
expressed a firm desire to promote greater awareness of Similed Sandpiper
conservation amonglorth American birders.

Pak Thale Shorebird Site
wasqunnetaunyhanzia,



http://www.sibleyguides.com/

7) Observing Spootbilled Sandpiper in Théand
David Sibley

The quirky and mysterious Spocbiiled Sandpiper has always held a special fascination for
me, and with the recent alarming declines in the world's population | felt a sense of urgency
to make my way to Asia and try to see some.

In Felvuary 2010 | flew to Thailand and spent eight days in the wintering habitat watching at
least seven Spoehilled Sandpipers. This species surely has one of the most striking and
unusual bill shapes of any bird, but the function of the odd bill has neven determined,

and | was particularly interested in watching the birds in Thailand for any clues that might
help solve this mystery.

| assumed it would be something obvious (but if it was obvious | suppose someone would
have discovered it long ago). Onesgg them it was clear that the movements of foraging
Spoonbilled Sandpipers are very similar to any other small sandpiper.

Only at the very end of my eight days of observation did | notice that while their bills were in

the water the Spootbilled Sandfpers were often pushing lumps of mud and algae ahead of

them, essentially using their bills as shovels to move mud around. They always look a bit

G Kdza | @ ¢ -nkcKed, whidh Edings in part from this habit of pushing their bill forward

through the mud,; & GKS& dzaS GKSANI 602R& F2NJ f SOSNIF IS
unusual to see one of their feet suddenly slip backwards under the effort of pushing.

Once some mud or algae has been lifted the bird very quickly works the bill tip around
underneathit, presumably grabbing any invertebrates in the slurry of muddy water, then
moves on. This is just speculation, and there may be other ways the sbaged bill is

used in other places, but it seems like a plausible hypothesis. You can read more and see
video clips at my website@ww.sibleyguides.com

As always, watching carefully and finding some answers also brings up more questions, and
there is a great deal still unknown about Spdailed Sandpipers. ThHew birds that | saw in
Thailand could represent 3% of thié 2 NI pBpQlation, and one of the most critical
guestions still to answer about Spodilled Sandpiper is "What is the primary cause of their
decline?". (And what can be done to reverse it.) GbfiZockler and his many amorkers of

the SBS Recovery Team from Russia and other flyway countries, BirdLife International, and
many scientists from the UK, Germany and US are working feverishly to try to figure that
out.


http://www.sibleyguides.com/

8) Minjiang Estuary, Fujian, tina ¢ northern boundary of the Spoosbilled
{I'YRLALISNRE gAYyGSNAYy3a NIy3aS

Yattung Yu (YYT)
Hong Kong Bird Watching Society (HKBWS)

The citically endangered Spoehbilled Sandpiper has a shrinking wintering range in
Southeast and South Asia regions othex last decade. Myanmar is now known as the most
important wintering area and other coastal areas in SE Asia only hold smaller numbers of
wintering individuals BirdLife International 200%6ckler et al 200). Away from Myanmar,
other wintering areas othis species receive fewer attentions. This species is also known
wintering in southern China coast. La Touche (13&)found this species at Foochow (i.e.
Fuzhou)n both winter and passage tim&jrther north from all other sites in Southern Asia
(Map 1. Bird watching activities have only been developed in China recentljharidck of
observations of this small shorebird in the past few decadeastributes to the virtually
unknown wintering status of this species in China.

Map 1. Location of Minjiag estuary, Fujian, China.

The #uation began to improve a few years ago, whemd watching and photographing
became popular in some coastal cities in China. Photos of Spoled Sandpiper have also
been published in some printed materials aod the internet, demonstrating thatthe
Spoonbilled Sandpipers may still winter in southern China coast, that is particularly
interesting to me. | have started to collect this information and communicate to bird
watchers and photographers who have found the Spbdled Sandpipers. My collected
information shows that Minjiang estuary in Fujian province holds most of the records of the
Spoonbilled Sandpipers and Mr. Chen Lin, a bird photographer based at Faztepital

city of Fujian province, is very keen take pictures of the Spodhilled Sandpiper and
familiarized to the site. He has suggested that twenty birds could be present in the area but
only a photo of two birds (in winter months) was taken amal other information could



